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DATES TO REMEMBER

The school year 2020-2021 is winding up. We have a little
way to go, and before you know it, the last day of school will
have arrived. We have been challenged and stretched, but as
always, we pull through. We must note our accomplishments
and victories despite the apparent obstacles set before us
due to the pandemic. 

We were one of the few districts in the state that prolonged
re-entering buildings. Our return to go back into our school
buildings was set for October 2020. However, with constant
discussions with the Superintendent, the Association was
able to push the return to the end of March 2021.

Collectively, we acted to ensure that we had to be a top
priority in being vaccinated, and we did. Many of the
building concerns that were overlooked in yesteryear have
been addressed. There is still much work to be done, and we
have to remain vigilant in making sure it gets done.

The work of the Association is ongoing and never stops. The
Executive Board and I will not stop in making sure we
remain union strong. The majority of Association work
happens during and after work hours. The leadership of your
Association is commended for their steadfastness and
dedication to the work. We are dealing with crucial times as
we are approaching negotiations at the end of this year. This
is the time to work with experienced leadership that has
been consistent and determined to ensure the integrity,
infrastructure, and force of the EOEA. 

Please make sure to cast your vote for the EOEA Election
2021. You should have already received the Election
Newsletter with all those running on the ballot. If you have
not, please contact the EOEA Office Secretary, and one will
be issued to you. Elections will take place on Thursday, May
13, 2021, at your school building. Make sure your Association
Representative has notified you of when and where voting
will take place in your building. 

The next Superintendent Meeting will be held on May 19,
2021. Please email your concerns to eoea@aol.com before
noon Tuesday, May 18, 2021.

Please contact the office if you have any concerns about your
evaluation or if you have been placed on a CAP. Do not wait
until the school year closes.

Saturday, May 15, 2021, our FAST Committee has worked to
put together a forum via Zoom entitled, "Healing from the
Traumatic Effects of Covid 19".This event is free to all of the
East Orange community. We hope that you sign on to receive
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information from doctors who are experts in dealing with
trauma. Look under the FAST article in this newsletter for
more details.

I am so proud to announce that the EOEA will sponsor a
Covid-19 Testing Site to assist members of our community.
Please read the information listed under FAST in this
newsletter for more details.  We are working on plans to also
sponsor a Covid-19 Vaccination Site, more information is
forthcoming.

If you are retiring this year please let the EOEA know. We will
pay your first-year dues when you sign up with New Jersey
Retired Educators Association. Contact the office, and we
will be more than happy to assist you.

I hope everyone enjoyed the gifts delivered by your
Association Representative for Teacher Appreciation Week. I
also hope you received much honor and accolades from
friends and family who know the great work you accomplish
in education. The Association appreciates every day you are
serving. Continue the great work!
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Vice President's Message 
by Angel Boose
The results are in from the NJEA election. Petal Robertson
will be the next Secretary-Treasurer of the NJEA. She is the
first woman of color to serve as a statewide officer in over 40
years. The incoming President, Sean Spiller and the incoming
Vice President, Steve Beatty were uncontested. All three
candidates will take their positions in September of 2021.
Congratulations to the EOEA members who were elected at
the state level including Keith Hinton for State Delegate to
the 2021 NEA Representative Assembly and Sharon Johnson
for NJEA Delegate Assembly Alternate.

The NJEA REAL Movement is centered around racial equity,
affirmation & literacy. During the month of May there are the
ways in which you can support racial equity, affirmation and
literacy: 

1) There will be a Power of the Pen Series. As we grow to be
more racially literate practitioners, we must learn how to
read and write for power. This will create space to write
poetry, policy, articles, curriculum... your choice. It will take
place on 5/1, 5/8, 5/22 and 5/29 (participants will receive a
copy of Dr. Gholdy Muhammad's book Cultivating Genius). To
register, click the link:
https://njea.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwvceqrrj0sH9Tw03h
ENmlOpaCrVBbMgRe4. 

5:30 – 7:00 p.m. To register click here:
https://njea.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJModemtqjoiHtSirwk9-
HMS2cZJQ4jckKMY.

Greetings Members!

TAKE ACTION: 
1)TELL COUNTY COLLEGE OF MORRIS TO RETHINK FACULTY
CUTS
County College of Morris received millions of dollars in federal
stimulus funding, that they can use for staffing purposes.
However, on Friday April 16th, 2021, six faculty members were
issued non-renewal notices by the CCM president. Three of
them are union leaders. All were scheduled to earn tenure
within the next year. We cannot allow this form of union
busting to go unaddressed. 

NJEA is asking members to put pressure on the college
president and board of trustees to rethink this decision. Use the
link to send a message.

https://actioncenter.njea.org/stop-harmful-faculty-cuts-at-
county-college-of-morris/

P.R.I.D.E
by Venus Yearwood, Chairperson
We are slowly reaching the end of the school year. We are
doing it and getting through what some would say was
impossible; kudos to all of you. 

Before you know it, we will recognize our scholars for their
hard work with graduations and move-up ceremonies. 
Pride has incentives to offer to any teacher for your scholars as
you acknowledge them for their hard work, detection, and
perseverance this school year. So please reach out via email to
me directly at (venusyearwood@gmail.com). 

Join us for our Virtual Pride Award Night on June 3, 2021 at
5pm.  We will honor a teacher, student, and parent from each
school who has shown pride in their schools.  The link will be
sent out through Remind and email closer to the date.

Thank you all in advance for your continued support.
Government Relations
by Jacqueline White, Chairperson

NJEA’s MOC presents Educator Comedian Eddie B. on Friday,
June 4, 2021 from 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. Interested in attending the
“Eddie B Comedy Hour” members should register to receive
the link. Register here by Monday, May 31, 2021:
https://apps.njea.org/EMS/RegistrationOnline.mvc?
eventCode=dfe007c0-def7-42cb-bfdb-af8d97ba4b2a.

Grievances
by Angel Boose, Chairperson
1) A teacher received a memorandum regarding a failure to
meet her job duties when specific details were not specified in
her role nor was training provided for specific duties. (STEM,
Level III)

2) There will be a two-part REAL Talk series: For the Culture
(Hip Hop and the Classroom) on 5/18 and 5/20 at 4:15 p.m. To
register, click the link:
https://njea.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYodO2vpzMjE9P-
pWYn7PETQXnf4dEqkk3k. 

3) How can we grow power for racial equity, affirmation and
literacy? NJEA members for Murphy can join in a discussion
around NJEA's endorsement of Governor Murphy and how
you can be directly involved with his re-election campaign!  It
will take place on 5/20 at 4:15 p.m. To register, click here:
https://njea.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUvdeGvrjkjGtEoX-
SKLeLYKEp-2KaTqdd2. 

Read - Dear Educators, It's Time to Fight for Asian
America (Rethinking Schools) by Moé Yonamine and
Wayne Au
Act - Sign the Open Letter for Asian American and Pacific
Islander Studies in NJ Public Schools by Make Us Visible
NJ
Connect - Learn more about the coalition of students,
parents, educators with Make Us Visible NJ on Thurs
(5/20) at 6:30 pm

May is Asian American & Pacific Islander (AAPI) Heritage
Month and the REAL Movement wanted to share resources:

NJEA’s MOC presents “CAP 101: Learning the Nuts and Bolts
of Corrective Action Plans” on Thursday, May 6, 2021 from 

If you haven’t already, please log onto www.njea.org and
update your contact information including your address and
phone number. The email you have registered there is the
email the EOEA will use to send you newsletters and other
correspondence. And please be sure to open and read the
emails and text messages send. They are filled with important
information that can answer many questions that arise. 
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Please continue to inform your building administrator and
head custodian about issues in your building before you call
the EOEA. Trust me I will jump on it as soon as you send it
to me. 
Air purifiers- Please inform your administrator or supervisor
to request one if needed. Keeping in mind that there is no
ventilation or air circulation.
Do not try and be the custodian! We do not want any
member getting injured. Please ask your custodian to do
difficult jobs that we are not trained to do. 
District is installing touchless products (water fountains,
water coolers, and paper towel dispensers to name a few).
Please let us know if your school does not have these items. 

EOEA HEALTH, SAFETY AND SECURITY
COMMITTEE (HSSC)
by Keith Hinton II, Chairperson
The HSSC met on April 29, 2021 and completed a walkthrough
of the Bd. of education at 199 4th Ave. Room 006 and other
rooms were revisited and the HSSC is awaiting updates for
those rooms. Maintenance stated that one more test will be
done to ensure the room is safe and fit for
members to work.

We will have our meeting followed by the walkthrough.
conduct a walkthrough of Gibson Academy on May 20, 2021
and as always let’s get through this together and continue safe!
The following bullets are the issues we discussed at the
meeting:

2)MEMBERS FOR MURPHY
For four years, Gov. Murphy has supported public schools. He
has made a difference for us, and now it’s time for us to make a
difference for him. Take a moment to become a part of the
Members for Murphy group in preparation for the 2021
election.
https://www.njea.org/phil-murphy-stands-with-us/

SHARE THE NEWS:
1)NJ WILL MAKE FULL STATE CONTRIBUTION INTO THE
PENSION SYSTEM
For the first time since 1996, New Jersey is prepared to make
its full contribution into the pension system in Fiscal Year
2022. This is happening thanks to Gov. Phil Murphy making
good on his promise to fully fund the pension system. Click the
link to read the details.
https://www.njea.org/a-day-more-than-25-years-in-the-
making/

Social/Communications
by Ashley Greene, Chairperson
Greetings EOEA members! This year has been exceptional in
many different ways, and I hope all of you are safe and happy
as we approach the close of the 2020-2021 school year.  I hope
each and every member knows how much their hard,
dedicated, and exceptional work is valued by the association.
We have some exciting events occurring in June so please save
the dates! 

1) Our 14th & 15th Retirement Party will take place on
Wednesday, June 9, 2021, from 6:30 to 10:30 PM, at the Hanover
Manor 16 Eagle Rock Ave, East Hanover, NJ 07936
Tickets for all retirees will be covered by the EOEA! We thank all
of you in advance for your years of dedication to the
association, and our scholars.

Tickets for guests of retirees, or any other attendee will be $50.
ALL PAYMENTS FOR TICKETS ARE DUE BY 26,2021, TO THE
EOEA OFFICE! PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE EOEA.

Proposed bill A5011/S3284 is designed to provide accidental
death benefits to educators who worked in-person and died
from COVID-19. Nothing can compensate for the loss of a loved
one, but ensuring that the families receive extra benefits will
be a financial help at a challenging time. Tell your legislators
to co-sponsor and/or support this proposed bill.
https://actioncenter.njea.org/ask-your-legislators-to-co-
sponsor-accidental-death-benefits-for-covid-19/

2)TELL LEGISLATORS TO SUPPORT ACCIDENTAL DEATH
BENEFITS FOR COVID-19 

3)TELL SECRETARY CARDONA TO PROVIDE STUDENT LOAN
RELIEF
Going to college shouldn’t mean going into debt. NEA
supports making higher education more affordable and
accessible. Use the link to urge Secretary of Education Miguel
Cardona to take immediate action to cancel both the student
loan debt of public service workers with at least 10 years of
service, and $50,000 in student debt for all other federal
loans.
https://educationvotes.nea.org/issue/higher-education/

Also, on Wednesday, May 12, 2021 @6:30pm, the Government
Relations Division will host a "Member Interest Session." Email
NJEA Government Relations Association Director Jerell
Blakeley @jblakeley@njea.org to receive the link.

3)NJEA PAC ENDORSEMENT FOR PRIMARY RACES
The New Jersey Education Association’s 125-member political
action committee (NJEA PAC) has voted to endorse three
legislative candidates. In October 2020, the committee
endorsed Gov. Murphy for re-election in the 2021 primary
which will be held on June 8, 2021. Read the details at this
link.
https://www.njea.org/njea-pac-announces-endorsements-in-
njs-2021-primary-legislative-races/

Also, review this “Dates to Remember” page to be aware of
important deadlines and events during the upcoming election
season:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E_k0vwkDmJX-
GrrwwzV6P7kD7BiIr-Ys/view

4)NJEA SALUTES OUTGOING NJEA PRESIDENT MARIE
BLISTAN
On June 8th at 4:30pm, NJEA MOC will salute a true advocate 

and ally to all educators, Marie Blistan. She has been an avid
supporter of the Members-of-Color (MOC) Network from its
inception, and her unwavering, outspoken advocacy has
helped its work to flourish. 

Join this event in which we will bid her farewell and share our
appreciation for her SEEING us, HEARING us, and ENSURING
that all members had a seat at the table.
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For all guests attending please contact the EOEA office via
phone or email, EOEA@aol.com, or 973-672-7331. Payment can
be given via check, or cash. You can mail, or drop off your
check to the EOEA office Monday through Thursday 1pm-
5pm. Your other option is to ask your Building Rep. if they can
bring it to the EOEA office for you. 

I look forward to seeing members there. This year's
Retirement Dinner will be a combined celebration for both
school years due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Social distancing
guideline will be adhered to at this event. This will be a sit
down dinner.

2) End of the Year Laughs with Eddie B.
Friday, June 18, 2021
4:30 pm Zoom Meeting 
THERE IS A Limit on participant numbers, so do not be late!

PLEASE CHECK YOUR REMIND APP AND EMAIL FOR THE
FLYERS ABOUT THE RETIREMENT DINNER AND THE EDDIE B.
ZOOM.

REMIND APP: If you have received the invitation, please reply
yes to receive text messages from the EOEA. If you did not
receive the invite please send us an email stating your first
and last name, school, and cell phone number, or see your
Building Rep for the code to add yourself.

Instructions & Training
by Aimie Smith, Chairperson
Mothers are the people who love us for no good reason. And
those of us who are mothers know it’s the most exquisite love
of all. 
~Maggie Gallagher

Membership
by Abba Onyeani, Chairperson
ALL EOEA members should keep up with all reps in their
building to find out the latest news and information. Any
questions...ask us! We're here for you.

All members are encouraged to update their contact
information in NJEA.ORG
FAFSA WEBINAR FOR ALL MEMBERS AND FAMILY MEMBERS
May 12, 2021 @ 7pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89315999793

NJEA (and specifically our county affiliates in Camden, Morris
and Passaic Counties) has partnered up with the Visions
Federal Credit Union and the NJ Higher Education Student
Assistance Authority to offer a series of webinars to help
families complete the FAFSA – Free Application for Federal
Student Aid. This is a necessary first step in determining
financial aid opportunities for college, including eligibility for
FREE tuition through a Community College Opportunity
Grant. Very useful information for anyone with college-bound
kids!

Want to stay connected with the EOEA? Check out our Facebook page: East Orange
Education Association and our Twitter page: EOEA_NJ

The I&T Committee is currently in talks about our 2021-2022 SY
workshop series. We would like to hear from you about which
workshops interest you most. Please click the link and
complete the brief survey:
https://forms.gle/9vdU5ewhch9my3iWA. Thank you for your
contribution. Be well and let’s keep growing together!

FAST
by Sharon Johnson, Chairperson
Our May FAST meeting was held on May 14, 2021. 
The FAST Committee will be ending our event year with two
phenomenal community events.

Our wellness seminar will be held on May 15th facilitated by
Dr. Shannon Mason. The seminar will provided strategies for
students and families dealing with the lasting effects of
Covid-19. These workshops are tailored to providing for
healing and wellness. Our goal is to continue to build our
relationship between strong schools, home and community.
The link to register for this event is below:

Healing from the Traumatic Effects of Covid 19
https://tinyurl.com/wnuam6r7

On May 22nd we will be sponsoring free covid testing at The
Church of the New Covenant , 343 Dodd Street from 10:00 AM
to 1:00 PM.   

We are now in the planning stages for next year’s event. We
are open to ideas and support from our membership. If you
would like to help the FAST Committee further our mission of
families and schools working together. Please attend our
upcoming meeting using the following link.

FAST Meeting Thursday May 14th at 5:00 PM
https://meet.google.com/jma-mxxq-tuh 

Member Highlight
 

Theresa Maughan
History Teacher

East Orange STEM Academy
 

Theresa Maughan has been selected as 
County Teacher of the Year '21-'22 and has also been

nominated for the Patricia Behring Teacher of the Year Award
in the senior division of the 

National History Day National Contest.  
We are proud of her contributions to the field of education.

Congratulations Ms. Maughan!

 

Dates to Remember
 

EOEA ELECTIONS 
May 13, 2021

 

Healing from the Traumatic
 Effects of 

Covid- 19 Seminar
May 15, 2021

 

VIRTUAL PRIDE AWARD NIGHT
June 3,2021 

 

Annual Retirement Party 
June 9, 2021
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